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Finally, on the motion of Mr. G. W. Ferguson, it was
decided to forward copies of these resolutions to each
member of the city council and to appoint a committee to
take steps on behalf of the citizens for the furtherance of
the objects in view. Accordingly, upon a very influential
committee of citizens of Belfast the following medical men
were appointed : the chairman (Dr. Calwell) and the
secretary (Dr. T. Houston), Dr. J. R. Davidson, and two
others (to be appointed by them) from the Ulster Medical
Society, Professor Byers, Professor T. Sinclair, Professor
J. A Lindsay, Sir William Whitla, Dr. A. Dempsey, and
Dr. C. Leathem.

The Retirement of the Superintendent Medical Officer of
Health of Belfast.

Dr. Henry Whitaker having resigned the position of super-
intendent medical officer of health of Belfast, great interest
is being taken in the appointment to be made by the city
council as to his successor. It having been suggested in the
Belfast papers that the Citizens’ Committee had a particular
candidate in view, the following motion was unanimously
carried at a very fully attended meeting on May 14th of the
new Citizens’ Health Committee appointed at the conference
held on May 8th :-
That the attention of this Citizens’ Health Committee having been

called to certai statements circulated and also conveyed by innuendo in
the public press on Monday, the 14th inst., it is hereby resolved that this
committee emphatically repudiates, both collectively and on the part
of its individual members, any interest whatever in the candidature of
any persons, local or otherwise, and reiterates its adherence to the
principle outlined in the resolutions of the representative meeting
lately held-namely, that the appointment to the office of medical
superintendent officer of health should be made only by open selection
from the highest specialised professional skill available in the United
Kingdom.

The City Infectious Diseases Hospital, Belfast.
Mr. P. C. Cowan, inspector of the Local Government

Board, held an inquiry in Belfast on May llth with
reference, inter alia, to an application from the corporation
of Belfast to borrow &pound;25,000 for completing and furnishLog
the new infectious diseases hospital at Purdysburn, Belfast,
which it is hoped will be ready for opening next August.
May 15th. 

___________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Changes in the Curriculum of the Paris Faculty of Medicine.
THE President of the Republic has signed a decree which

has been submitted to him by the Ministers of Public
Instruction and of the Interior and which will involve some
modifications of the existing course of medical study. It

provides, for instance, that third-year students shall attend
the practice of a lying-in hospital for four months and during
a further period of four months in the same year shall attend
one of the special departments for the treatment of diseases
of the skin and syphilis, mental diseases, diseases of children,
diseases of the eye, and diseases of the urinary passages.
Attendance on these courses shall last from Nov. lst to
June 30th. The students shall take up the subjects in such a
manner that four months may be given to medical work and
four months to surgical work. The decree will come into
force on Nov. 1st and the Ministers of Public Instruction and
of the Interior, each of them so far as his department is con-
cerned, will be responsible for carrying it out.

TA6 Manual Treatment of Sciatic Neuralgia.
M. Berne is of opinion that massage almost always relieves

the various neuralgias of the sciatic nerve and that when
combined with certain manipulations it very often yields a
successful result in obstinate cases, always provided that the
disease is peripheral and neuritic in character; cases of
central origin are not amenable to the treatment. When
there are lameness and muscular retraction straightening of
the limb may be tried. M. Berne has for the last 20 years
employed what he designates as "the knee method." The
sciatic nerve, passing between the posterior border of the
great trochanter and the ischium, rests, as is well known,
on the spine of the ischium, against which the flattened
trunk of the nerve can be easily compressed after leaving
the pelvis. It occurred to M. Berne that this anatomical
arrangement might be made to serve a therapeutic pur-
pose by enabling the nerve to be compressed against the
adjacent bony surface and he described his procedure
at a meeting of the Soci6t46 de Meiecine de Paris held

on April 28th. Having caused the patient to lie. at
full length in the dorsal position on a low couch,
M. Berne stands on the affected side. If the sciatica is
in the right thigh M. Berne flexes his right knee
and holds it firmly against the patient’s right sciatic notch ;
he then seizes the extremity of the patient’s right lower
limb and flexes the thigh on the pelvis with the leg extended
on the thigh. In this way he exerts gentle progressive
stretching, quite free from danger, and not requiring the
administration of chloroform. This method has given
excellent results in old cases of sciatic neuritis occurring
in patients who had derived no benefit from the ordinary
and recognised forms of treatment. In the manual treat-
ment of sciatica M. Berne is in the habit of supplement-
ing this extension by various movements, including active
and passive adduction and abduction of the affected
limb, together with movements of circumduction and
flexion combined with rotation of the trunk. All these
manipulations are, however, of secondary importance
in comparison with the prompt and effectual action of
the " knee method." It is important to remember
that, as already mentioned, the disease must be- some
form of sciatic neuritis having a peripheral origin.
In reply to M. Coudray, who asked a question relative to
sciatic neuralgia due to the presence of dilated veins at the
point of emergence of the sciatic nerve, M. Berne said that
he had seen cases of this kind, in which the pain was caused
by varicose veins pressing on the nerve, but he had always
declined to undertake the treatment of them because they
were purely surgical cases which could only be dealt with
by removing the conditions which brought about the
compression.

The Cause of the Hair turning White.
This interesting question was discussed by M. Metchnikoff

at a meeting of the Academy of Sciences held on May’7th.
One of the explanations which have been suggested for the
hair turning white is that the individual hairs become dry
with age and that the air penetrating into their interior
destroys their pigment. Others have said that the
colouring matter of the hair of any part of the body
(despoils et des cheveux) disappears under the influence
of a chemical substance. M. Metchnikoff, however,
is persuaded that the whitening of hair is a vital
phenomenon due to cellular activity. Hair, according
to him, is not an inert material ; it is alive and is composed
of living cells provided with prolongations which envelop
and destroy pigmentary substances in contact with them.
These chromophagic " cells in this way gradually destroy
the colouring matter of the hair and spread in each direction
both towards the root of the hair and towards its extremity.
This may be recognised by the fact that after the greater
portion of the hair has become white the root still remains
coloured. M. Metchnikoff has observed that the hair of
women who use curling tongs heated to 60&deg; or 70&deg; C. is

comparatively slow to lose its colour. The heat destroys the
chromophagic cells. In order to make a scientific study of
the whitening of hair M. Metchnikoff used animals whose
hair is white in winter and dark in summer, and in this way
he found that in some species of Russian and Alpine hares
the change from dark to white follows the same course as in
the human subject. Moreover, when a person’s hair turns
white in a single night under the influence of mental shock
it is certain that the change is due to excessive excitation of
the chromopbagic cells which thereupon destroy the colouring
matter of the hair in a few hours.

An Oceanographic Institute in Paris.
The Prince of Monaco has written to the French Minister

of Public Instruction announcing that he has founded an

oceanographic institute to be established in Paris. He has

presented to this institute the Oceanographic Museum of
Monaco, including laboratories, collections, aquariums, and
whatever pertains to them, and for its support he has
provided a capital sum of 4,000,000 francs. The institute
will be built on the land which the University of Paris, in
conjunction with the Prince, has just acquired in the Rue St.
Jacques and the Rue d’Ulm. The statutes of the institute
provide that its scientific work shall be under the control
of an international committee (oomit&eacute; de perfectionnement),
the membership of which shall be open to eminent authorities
in the various departments of oceanography irrespectively of
the country or nation to which they belong. The Minister of
Public Instruction has directed M. Casimir-Perier to convey
to the Prince the thanks of the French Government for his
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magnificent gift, the value of which exceeds 10,000,000
francs.

Suocessficl Ligature of the Axillary Artery for Aneurysm.
At a meeting of the Surgical Society held on May 2nd

M. Loison described a case in which a man, 27 years of age,
had received a wound from a revolver bullet in the region of
the left axilla. The aperture of entrance being in the side
and that of exit near the spinal border of the scapula it
seemed probable that the thoracic cavity had not been

traversed, and this opinion was confirmed by the subsequent
progress of the case. On the following day the radial pulse
was quite perceptible but there was some interference with
sensation and motion in the region supplied by the musculo-
spiral and ulnar nerves. These symptoms did not become
worse as time went on, but at the end of a month the axilla
contained a tumour which had all the characters of an arterial
aneurysm. On an operation being performed it was found
that the whole length of the axillary artery was occupied by
a pouch which could be separated from the median nerve
but not from the musculo. spiral and ulnar nerves. Removal
of this pouch being impossible the vessel was ligatured
above and below it. The tumour eventually disappeared
but there was no radial pulse, and in addition there was
partial paralysis of the musculo-spiral and ulnar nerves.

The Prophylaxis of Sypkilis.
At a meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on

May 8th M. Metchnikoff read a paper on Some New Facts
in Experimental Syphilis. After having referred to his own
experiments and those of other observers on anthropoid apes
and other monkeys concerning the inoculation of syphilitic
matter and the production of syphilis in these animals, he
mentioned that a chimpanzee, some macaques, and some
baboons had been inoculated with syphilitic matter, and at
varying times from one to 18&frac12; hours after inoculation the
site of inoculation had been treated with ointment containing
various mercurial salts. In all the animals so treated
the syphilitic virus had not produced its usual effect.
These experiments were so encouraging that M. Metchnikoff
determined to try the same experiment upon a human

being. A student of medicine at the Faculty of Paris
offered himself as a subject. He had finished his medical
studies and so was fully cognisant of the object of the experi-
ment and of the possible risk which he ran. He had never
had syphilis, either hereditary or acquired. Accordingly, on
Feb. lst M. Metchnikoff, in the presence of Dr. Queyrat,
Dr. Sabouraud, and Dr. Salmon, inoculated the student in
the balano-preputial groove on the left side with syphilitic
matter taken from a hard chancre of one month’s duration,
and on the right side with syphilitic virus from a hard
chancre of between nine and ten days’ duration. Portions
of both types of virus were also inoculated into four
Javanese macaques. One hour after the inoculation of
the virus the inoculated parts of the student and of I
one macaque were rubbed for five minutes with an oint- I
ment consisting of 30 grammes of lanolin and ten I
grammes of calomel. 20 hours after inoculation the in- I
oculated part of the second macaque was also rubbed with
the ointment. The two other macaques were left with-
out treatment as controls. Two days later the site of
inoculation in the student showed no trace of inflammation ;
the marks of the scarifications were, however, obvious but
even they disappeared within a day or two afterwards. On I
the prepuce of the student but at some distance from the
site of inoculation there were two or three herpetic vesicles I
which disappeared in two days’ time, but this was an erup-
tion to which the patient had been subject before. No sign
of syphilis had presented itself in the student, although ’,
the two control macaques developed typical syphilitic ’,
lesions, and of the two macaques which were treated with ’,
the ointment the one which was treated 20 hours after
inoculation developed a primary chancre after 39 days
of incubation. The one which was treated an hour after
inoculation showed no sign of syphilis. M. Metchnikoff con-
cluded by saying that this experiment is a proof that calomel
ointment applied one hour after inoculation of syphilitic
virus is capable of preventing the development of syphilis in
man as it is in monkeys. It also proves that after 20 hours
the ointment has no preventive action. He therefore has
come to the conclusion that it is fair to state that calomel
ointment can be utilised in the prophylaxis of syphilis. He

allowed, however, that the experiment upon the student was
not absolutely complete, for the control experiment which
would consist in inoculating syphilitic virus without being

followed by local frictions with mercury ointment had not
been carried out, but he would mention that he himself bad
been scratched (griff&eacute;) by a syphilitic monkey. He had
immediately rubbed the place with calomel ointment and
had sustained no damage.
May 14th. 

__________________

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

- 

Statistics of the Sick Clubs.
STATISTICAL returns relative to the sick clubs established

under the workmen’s insurance laws have been recently
published by the Imperial Statistical Office. These figures
show that in 1903 the total number of members was about
10,000,000, as compared with 4,250,000 in 1885. It must
be remembered that membership is compulsory for workmen
engaged in industrial employments, but not for agricultural
labourers, so that the enormous increase in the number of
members shows the development of industrial pursuits in
Germany during the past 20 years. As a rule, though not
always, the clubs are constituted so that in small places there
is only one club for workers of all trades, whilst in the
greater towns every trade or branch of industry has its own
club and even in the case of certain great factories separate
clubs exist for their workmen. Apart from these local
clubs there are free clubs the members of which are spread
throughout Germany. These free clubs are supported and
administered by the workmen alone, whilst in the others
the employers have to pay one-third of the contribution and
therefore take part in the administration. The clubs differ
very much in the number of their members. The largest
club is one in Leipsic containing 136,000 members, so that

every fourth inhabitant of the city and suburbs belongs to
that immense club which includes every trade. Of the other
large clubs there is one in Dresden with 90,000 members, one
in Berlin with 72,000 members, and one in Frankfort with
68,000 members. There are also a great many clubs each
of which has only a very few members. 1244 clubs have
less than 50 members each and 2676 clubs have only from 50
to 100 members. With respect to the sick-rate, the statistics
are unfortunately incomplete because the clubs only take
note of those cases in which the members are unable to
work and therefore are supported either by grants of money
or by paying hospital fees for them. Members who have
only required medical help for slight ailments without
ceasing to work are not registered as sick. Of each 100 male
members, 37’ 5 were registered as sick, whereas of each 100
female members only 32’ 1 were so registered. This differ-
ence between the sick-rate of the sexes is declared by
the Office to be caused by the greater average age of
the male workmen. The duration of the illness was

17’ 4 days on an average and the mortality, which has

considerably decreased of recent years, was 0’ 8 per cent.
In 1903 on an average 3’99 marks were paid for every
member for medical treatment, while in 1888 the correspond-
ing amount was only 2’ 32 marks. The expenses for medical
aid, medicine, hospital treatment, maintenance, &c., in 1903
were 180,000,000 marks, being 17’69 marks for every
member. The sick clubs form only one part of the provision
made for sick workmen; there are also, as has been
explained in these columns, other institutions for sick and
injured workmen, administered by other bodies and accord-
ing to other principles though under the same law. It is

proposed to amalgamate all the different institutions into

great local bodies dealing with the whole insurance business
under the workmen’s insurance laws. The Minister of the
Interior lately stated in Parliament that a Bill to effect that
amalgamation would be introduced in about two years.
The Conveyance of Siok and Helpless Passengers on Railways.
Railway travelling in Germany for certain classes of sick

and helpless persons has up to the present time been so
expensive that only the wealthy could afford it. For the use
of such passengers there are provided a number of special
carriages which can be engaged on payment of 12 first-class
fares. They are, of course, luxuriously furnished and in
addition to the compartment for the patient they contain a
pharmacy and compartments for a medical man, nurses,
and the friends of the patient. Recently the Prussian state
railways have adopted a new scheme for the conveyance of
invalids at a relatively small cost, so that railway travelling


